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The House met at 10 a.m.

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P.
Coughlin, offered the following prayer:

Lord God, who speaks wisdom to the
brokenhearted and heals the wounds of
nations, when any of us comes to an
impasse and becomes paralyzed with
fear or confusion, by prophetic call You
bid us to turn to You with renewed
faith.

Lord, speak Your word and help lead-
ers of government and judges in courts
to look beyond self-interest as if this
were the path for another’s good. And,
while in dialogue, seeking the full cir-
cumference of facts, let a new light
arise in their midst which draws all to
a deeper common ground which will
grant a surface of security in truth and
pave a course to justice and peace,
which always reflects Your image and
will last now and forever. Amen.

———

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
her approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

——
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from Ohio (Mr. KUCINICH) come forward
and lead the House in the Pledge of Al-
legiance.

Mr. KUCINICH led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

A message in writing from the Presi-
dent of the United States was commu-
nicated to the House by Mr. G. Tim-
othy Saunders, one of his secretaries.

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to ten l-minutes on each side.

————————

REPUBLICANS UNDER
INVESTIGATION

(Mr. EMANUEL asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. EMANUEL. Madam Speaker, the
list of Republicans under investigation
or resigning in this administration in
disgrace keeps growing. This morning,
The Washington Post reported Julie A.
MacDonald, the deputy assistant Sec-
retary of the Interior Department, re-
signed, just as she was being inves-
tigated for changing scientific reports
to protect the interests of oil and gas
companies and real estate developers,
all the people she was supposed to be
actually holding accountable. I wish
this was an isolated case in the Bush
administration.

This morning, The New York Times
reported the Department of Commerce
Inspector General faces three separate
investigations in conduct of his office.
Scott Block, the special counsel of the
Justice Department, is being inves-
tigated for the management of his of-
fice. Lucita Doan at the GSA is being
investigated for politicization of the
office. Monica Goodling of the Justice
Department resigned. Sue Ellen
Wooldridge at Justice stepped down.
Matteo Fontana at the Department of
Education has stepped aside. David
Safavian at OMB has been prosecuted.
Stephen Giles at the Interior Depart-
ment had to step down. All have had
their conduct scrutinized while in their
professional office.

It is time, in fact, and justifies why
this Congress is doing its job of over-
sight and accountability, and bringing
people’s professional conduct in order.

PARTIAL-BIRTH ABORTION BAN

(Mr. MCHENRY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. MCHENRY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
join with millions across our Nation
who applaud the Supreme Court’s re-
cent decision to uphold the ban on par-
tial-birth abortion. Partial-birth abor-
tion is unrivaled in its gruesome bru-
tality. There is no question it has
caused the vicious destruction of via-
ble, living, breathing babies whose only
crime is inconvenience.

The court’s decision is a victory in
the quest to restore the dignity of
human life. No longer will the most
vulnerable and innocent among us be
subject to such cruelty as partial-birth
abortion.

It is also a victory for the Constitu-
tion, Mr. Speaker, which liberal activ-
ist judges have demeaned for far too
long. It is encouraging to see the
court’s decision move towards our
Founders’ vision, a vision rooted in the
commitment to not only protect, but
to also respect human life.

While this is a step forward, it is only
one victory in the longer struggle to
assure that the abolition of abortion
altogether is achieved. Let us never
forget our responsibility to hold the
basic sanctity granted to us by our
Maker.

———

H.R. 1234

(Mr. KUCINICH asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KUCINICH. The President’s veto
will stand, but now what will we stand
for?

We say we want the war to end, but
will we give the President the money
to continue the war? We say we want
our troops home, but will we continue
to support the occupation? We know
that U.S. contractors have been steal-
ing from U.S. taxpayers and the Iraqi
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government, but will we leave our
troops in Iraq to protect them? We
know oil has had a lot to do with this
war, but will we let this President get
away with attempting to privatize
Iraq’s oil wealth in the name of rec-
onciliation?

We can still change course. We can
deny the administration funds to con-
tinue the war. We can bring our troops
home. We can stabilize Iraq with an
international security force once we
end the occupation. That is exactly
what H.R. 1234 is about, and it is time
that we started to look for alternatives
which reflect this Nation’s highest as-
pirations.

———

RUSSIA

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, anyone who
was alive at the time will always re-
member the collapse of the Berlin
Wall.

With the Soviet bloc crumbling, the
western world rejoiced as freedom
spread to populations once thought
hopelessly in the grip of Communist
oppressors. There was reason to believe
that the Soviets’ brutal form of tyr-
anny was over forever.

Unfortunately, recent actions seem
to be giving new life to old Communist
ghosts. Police squads crushing the
Kremlin’s dissenters, advocates of free-
dom and transparency silenced, cul-
tural figures detained.

Mr. Speaker, the recent backsliding
in Russia should be cause for alarm for
all freedom loving people. As the
Kremlin’s power expands, freedom for
the Russian people shrinks. This was
wrong during the Cold War and it is
wrong now.

It is time that the free nations of the
world take a stand against this trend
and start demanding more from Mr.
Putin and Russia’s leaders.

————

ARMY SPECIALIST ERVIN
CARADINE, JR.

(Mr. COHEN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, I want to
talk about a gentleman who was Army
Specialist Ervin Caradine, Jr.

Mr. Caradine would have been 36
years old today if he had lived. He was
from my hometown of Memphis, Ten-
nessee where we have lost nine vet-
erans. He joined the Army to provide a
better life for his family. He had grad-
uated from Fairley High School and
worked his way up to being a manager
at the Steak-Out Restaurant in Mem-
phis. He had a wife and he had four
children.

Three years ago to this day, Army
Specialist Ervin Caradine, Jr., died. He
was in a convoy in Baghdad that was
hit by an IED 3 years ago. Three days
before his death, he called his wife and
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she said there was a change in his
voice. He said, “‘It’s getting worse over
here, it’s not getting better.”

Since then, nearly 3,000 more soldiers
have died. Army Specialist Ervin
Caradine, Jr., said something 3 years
and 3 days ago that is still true: It’s
getting worse over here, it’s not better.

Let’s not have more deaths.

———

CONTINUE TO TAKE THE FIELD

(Mr. SHIMKUS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, imagine
my beloved St. Louis Cardinals were
playing the much-despised Chicago
Cubs. The Cardinals are up by five, fin-
ishing the top of the ninth. Is this a
cause for celebration? Is this a cause
for victory? No.

Unbelievable as it may seem, the
Cubbies score five runs in the bottom
of the ninth to throw the game into
extra innings. There, the score remains
until 1 a.m., five innings later. How-
ever, at the top of the 15th, the Car-
dinals fail to field a batter. The entire
team has left the stadium. It seems
that they are more worried about next
day’s 1 p.m. game at home than fin-
ishing the game at hand.

Who wins? We know, it’s the team
that stays on the field. Arbitrary dead-
lines and a date certain accept defeat
before the conclusion of the contest. It
is in our national security interest to
continue to take the field and support
a moderate Arab state. Leaving prior
assures a loss for us and a victory for
our opponents, which will lead to an-
other extremist Islamic state.

———————

“THE PRESIDENT CANNOT VETO
REALITY”

(Mr. DOGGETT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. DOGGETT. Mr. Speaker, the
President can veto our plan for a safe
and orderly phased redeployment from
Iraq, but he cannot veto reality. Our
troops are coming home, it’s just a
question of how much blood and money
will be spent before they do.

If the President had listened to the
generals, we would never have invaded
Iraq in the first place. Each day of this
unnecessary tragedy demonstrates the
wisdom of General Schwarzkopf’s
warning that we would become ‘‘like
[a] dinosaur in a tar pit.”

Had he listened to the generals, the
President would have deployed enough
troops to get the job done. But instead,
he rejected the advice of General
Shinseki, and allowed the violence to
spiral, and unguarded weapon heaps be-
came IEDs.

If the President had listened to the
generals, he would now be redeploying
our troops instead of sending more, in-
adequately protected, for longer, re-
peat tours of duty.

Had the President listened to the
generals, our veterans would be getting
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the quality care that they have earned
and they deserve.

But in this Administration, generals
who disagree with the President earn a
new title: Retired.

———————

CONYERS-KIRK HATE CRIMES
LEGISLATION

(Mr. KIRK asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KIRK. Mr. Speaker, I rise in sup-
port of the Conyers-Kirk Local Law
Enforcement Hate Crimes Prevention
Act. We know that a hate crime can ig-
nite group-on-group violence that can
completely overwhelm a small subur-
ban police department.

In 2005, the FBI recorded 7,000 hate
crimes in our country, 168 in the State
of Illinois, and two in my congressional
district, one in Wheeling and one in
Palatine.

For us, we remember a tragic night
in 1999 when Benjamin Smith, a mem-
ber of a white supremacist group,
gunned down the Northwestern Univer-
sity basketball coach in front of two
kids. Why? Because he was black.
Smith then continued his hunting
spree, shooting Orthodox Jews coming
home from synagogue, and spraying
bullets at an Asian couple driving
home in Northbrook.

These were hate crimes, crimes de-
signed to tear a community apart,
crimes designed to commit and isolate
and stigmatize others because of the
color of their skin or the religion they
practice.

I urge my colleagues to back the
Hate Crimes bill.

—
0 1015

FOUR YEARS AGO IT WAS MISSION
ACCOMPLISHED BUT NOW IT’S
THE NEVER-ENDING MISSION

(Mr. SARBANES asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. SARBANES. Mr. Speaker, yes-
terday Congress sent the President an
emergency supplemental bill that pro-
vides our soldiers and our veterans ev-
erything the President asked for and
more. It was a bill supported by the
American people, this Congress and
military experts who believe it is time
to change the course of the war in Iraq.
The President’s response? A veto.

The President’s action last night
shows not only his stubbornness and
his inability to work with others, it
also demonstrates that he simply re-
fuses to change the status quo.

The President refuses to give our
troops, this Congress, or the American
people any timelines as to when this
war will end or under what conditions
he would finally bring our troops home.

Mr. Speaker, the President says that
things are getting better in Iraq, but
that’s simply not true. Last month was
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